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Construction of the Artificial Proteins Whose Functions Can Be
Altered with the Specific External Inputs by
Using the Engineered Protein Modules
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(Received July 23, 2008; Accepted September 8, 2008)

The artificial proteins, whose functions can be altered with the specific external inputs
(pH, metal ions, ligands, efc.), would have large applications, for ligand-specific sensor-
proteins, site-selective protein-drugs, tools to examine natural protein functions, and so on.
Here we supply one of the methodologies to design such artificial proteins, especially from the
protein engineering background. We designed the de novo coiled-coil proteins whose tertiary
structures are altered from random coil to bundled structure by the specific external input. By
insertion of the coiled-coil proteins into target natural proteins, we succeeded to construct the
peptide-ligand-dependent RNA hydrolysis enzyme and metal-ion-dependent green fluorescent
protein.

Keywords: De novo design; Coiled-coil; Circular permutation; Metal ion;
Green fluorescent protein (GFP)
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Fig.1

Crystal structures of GCN4-pIL (left), GCN4-
pII (center), and GCN4-pLI (right).
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Fig.2 The amino acid sequence of IZ peptide and its
trimeric structure.
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Fig.3 Metal-binding IZ peptide mutants, IZ-H, and 1Z-
HH.
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Fig.4 Structural transition of IZ-HH by the metal
binding.

Table 1 Analyses of the thermodynamic parameters of
I1Z-H and IZ-HH in binding with various metal
ions by the ITC measurements.

Metal ion Ratio AH (Jmol ') AS (Jmol 'K™'") K4 (nM)

1Z-H
Ni2* 0.9 —49900 —15.9 17.6
Cu?” 0.8 — 62900 —92.2 800
1Z-HH
Ni?* 1.7 —35200 15.5 130
Cu?” 1.9 —59900 —58.9 60.0
Zn** 1.7 — 13800 71.2 570
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Fig.5 A typical ITC profile of the interaction between

I1Z-HH and NiCl,. (a) A 660 uM NiCl, solution
injected 24 times in 5-pl increments into 15
uM IZ-HH. Data were obtained at 30 C.
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Fig.6 The AAB-type heterotrimeric coiled coil structure
of 1Z peptide mutants.
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Fig.7 1Z peptide mutants forming the ABC-type

heterotrimeric coiled coil structure.

— VOGN LGl R7225, Ri2Zh s 2 FIH L 72K
5 IS EANOREFEA A v FAGAIZE L TR Rz, BES,
RNAi, 7 I AT 24T 4 7 AEDOTEIC L BT s vy
7 RREDRG (On 705 Off) &l L7z8 > /37 HEREM
WS, BRI IC B W TEM R TEE LTRR SR
TWh, LLads, BIZIZEFES /7327 EDin vivo |2

B BT ~OIGHEF R THh b &, HET Off 15
On L& LA LFErHIUL, FRZE HITF A
S\ B IIRGICHE v, SAUTHTY BRI B
A TFENE, MEIEEA L 2w ens, Bk, »o
HER T2 R o 7205E ¥ VX7 B OREE % Off 20 6
On ~ZEALEE 2 FHEOMENIE TN,

FOBONEERE LT, A3 TROFERZIBEL T
bo O H—FaF——3Ia—F—> 3 (MEFIZER)
Y=y Ny X EICHIT 2 12X ) ARG
EARLEALL, BEReE Vo ARG e, T2 T —F
2F—N—3Ia—F—varkid, bbbty g
DON-FKii, C-KhiZz WL 2ESDOT I/ B ~H kT
FEO, b DIZh &b LD 5 TV T F NG OEE
OALE YT 2 BREROEETEOFE V) . @ ¥ —F
;5~N~51~T~ya>%#fé’a’;h A
AR L 72 N=SK,  C- A 12l 4 ORI FRAER I 3 4 L
Fﬂfwﬁﬁéﬁm?é:4»%:4»%/1~w%%h
FIEAT %, SHUTLD, @ FHEBKRT-& OMEAERIE

Netsu Sokutei 35 (5) 2008



Bty NI H e 'Y 2=V R AL Y& UTHH L72AEREE & > 78 7 B ORI

RNase T1 1 & ‘ &"' 104
mutant (C2S, C10S) | H |
‘>< Circular permutation
83 104 1 8
m-RNaseT1 | i-ml |
1Z@4)A 8 104 1 82 144)B
1Z(4)A-m-RNaseT1-1Z(4)B I:m| |-G¥G-| |m| |

Fig.8 Construction of the RNaseTl mutants fused with IZ(4)A and IZ(4)B.
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Fig.9 CD spectral changes of 1Z(4)A-m-RNaseT1-1Z(4)B in addition with IZ(4)C: [IZ(4)A-m-RNaseT1-1Z(4)B] =
5 uM, [IZ4)C] = 0~7.5 uM, 50 mM Tris-HCI (pH 7.5), 25C.
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VR IVOEHN EBEIHEE L7 ABCEIOA~NT T I A )L
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WL, ZOZREEOFMMIEZIT>7-8 25, BHTOREL
DR NT2h, RIEEA LG LB Sz, — /T,
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JEDH) HEDOC-HMRTFF (IZ2M4)C) %iRmLizeZ s,
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WTEFERE VS E 57 (Fig9)o
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Fig.10 Recovery of RNase T1 enzymatic activity by the
interaction with 1Z(4)C: [I1Z(4)A-m-RNaseT1-
1Z(4)B] = 250 nM, [IZ(4)C] = 25 uM, [GpC] =
50 uM, 50 mM Tris-HCI (pH 7.5), 30 C.
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frRtudty N B3 2385 RIEN O B 8 VNI ETH
D, NRDB-ANT Y K&, 1RO -~ v 7 ANE%
%o MBI BWTHEBL, FIRS N721212 B -/ N L OIVEAS
R S, e & bizSer65, Tyr66, Gly67 Dififi L7z
3FRIEAS AT I LAG A SUL & Z L HOGFS DT
SN, HOURCRE RO 34D o TZ Oy /87
BDT F—=NVT 4 v TRE/BAFT Lo THETAZ L
B, Y = ORI D EE R T, BRETOTER,
BEZHo LI, O —F2F——32a—F— 3
ERROHEOGY YN HOBSINES LI X ) G &
ANEFLL, BRER Vo 7c ARG S S5, @ FifzlZER L
7z, N-Ki, C—Kmll&BA + Az afs v rads
WEEERTEET 224V FIaAVED 2 - VEBAT 5,
@ A+ ETLIVRTLI XL L OfEA, Hhkif
2B, RREDS > T2 7 3 BRIRIER 25 b s h
ZFIUZ X DIROETE Y T EELD T+ — VT4 2 TH
fesh, #whErFesns (Figdl), 2072H121,
FPY—FaT—N—3Ia2—-F—Tariiklh, @B
BRI 0%, Bzl N-K, C-Adm & % AEBALIC T A )V

Table 2 ke and K, values for various RNase T1 mutants at 25 C.

keat (s71) Kn (M) keat /K M~ s 1)
wild type RNaseT1* 210 6.8 X 107 3.1 x 107
RNaseT1 mutant (C2S, CI0ON)* 258 1.5 x 10-* 1.7 x 10°
m-RNaseT1 n.d. n.d. n.d.
1Z(4)A-m-RNaseT1-1Z(4)B n.d. n.d. n.d.
1Z(4)A-m-RNaseT1-1Z(4)B +12(4)C 4.0%* 9.4 X 10 0 4.3 X 107%*

* These data were cited from ref 36, 37. The enzymatic reaction is performed at 30 C.
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Fig.11 Trigger of the folding of Green Fluorescent
Protein (GFP) by metal ions.

D75 G76
D82-F83

AT

E132 D133

D190-G191
D197-N198

P211-N212

Fig.12 Structure of GFP. Open and striped rectangles
indicate the 11 B-strands and the 1 «-helix,
respectively. The circle indicates the position
of the Ser®-Tyr®-Gly®" triad, which forms the
fluorescent chromophore. The positions cleaved
for the circular permutation are indicated by
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REB-H%) o —=TOhWIEHDEC-H%E, FhEhi
— X 2T N=32—FT =3 VIENFHITELN-R
Ui, C-AMEA L7 (Fig.12, "epGFP"'-1Z-ccl (n =
76, 83, 133, 191, 198, 212)),

DGR, Mgn&rTwTﬂmw B CTYIB L7z — %
WL TYH, HnseetEre sk
#mbhto*ﬁT,AwW&GWWI@%TW%Lt&*
F2T7—X—=32—F% 2 DA, ABCHOIA )N NI )V
VA NVEEATLIEICE ) EBNELSEH SN,
Z I TCIDEREMKE YCpGFPYO L LS 72, KIC,
9lepGFP DON-Kdii, C-FKiiENENIEAT LA )L
FIANEY 2=V EDREDY) ¥ H—DFES I L Tiol
L&A T > 720 Fig A3 IR L9 12, 4583, 653En) 7
— % 40 A GO LR (epGFPY-1Z- ccl ~
ced) HAEBLLUIMER L 728 24, N-Rimfil4 72, C-Kimfl
ﬁ%@%@ﬁémuyﬁ—%mw:Z£%(mmGHmm
1Z-ccd4) ([CELT, bokd@EmunitismE (KRR
Wy YN OENRE DK 6 BIREEE) HEIH S 7z
(Table 3), 72, “epGFPY-1Z- ccl ~ccd THHEA
N7 PV E R L7RER, WIS RO AT R IVIEZIK
Mo TV DS, 2 OEIEHREEDE T HOLTS G
DN E o727 VIS EOEEGDENZ L B LIS

1‘7‘—‘/\‘—-:1‘—‘

arrowheads.
Too BB, INUBHWLERA A+ VIDEIA NV Fa L
n 238 1 n-1

"cpGFP*?! GFP,,(n-238) |GGSGG[ _ GFP,(1-(n-1)) |

A-type B-type C-type

1Z mutant 1Z mutant n 238 1 n-1 1Z mutant
"cpGFP**-1Z-cc1 [ |GSPRRG] |-GSAG-| GFP,,(191-238) |GGSGG[__GFP,(-190) ]-GSSG]

(n =76, 83,133, 191, 212)

‘?i?n?le(ant Fitryl|-p:mnl 191 238 1 190 fimam

[ |GSPRRG] |-linker1{ GFP,,(191-238) |GGSGG [ GFP,(1-190) |Hinker2]
191epGFP'9°-1Z-cc1 GSAG GSSG
191e¢pGFP'9°-1Z-cc2 GSAGGG GSSGGG
191epGFP'9°-1Z-cc3 GSAGGG GSSG
191ecpGFP9°-1Z-ccq GSAG GSSGGG

Fig.13 Structure of "epGFP"~! (n =76, 83, 133, 191
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, 212) mutants fused with ABC-type coiled-coil peptides.



Table 3 Comparison of the linker length with the

fluorescence intensities.

GFP variants Fluorescence intensity

GFPuv 100
mchFP”" <2
lepGFP'-ccl 4
BlepGFP-cc2 23
BlepGFP-cc3 7
DlepGFP-cc4 55

no metal
ions

Ni2+ Cu2+

Fig.14 Fluorescence emissions of suspended E. coli
cells, harboring the ""cpGFP!"’-1Z-HH gene.
The protein expressions were induced by the
addition of IPTG (1 uM) in the LB medium (3
ml) without metal ion (left), with 500 uM Ni?"
(middle), and with 500 uM Cu?* (right).

V2= VEDHD) Y H—DESIZELTYH, ZOMMA
GhEEFHATAIL L L7,

RIS, AT VIDEIANRFIALANVET 22— Lk
WiepGFPY DG 5 o /X7 EOMET 24T 5 720 BT Tl
72IZ-HH D290 D) ¥ A —FA0IZ, PlepGFPY Oi{x
FH#EALZDNAESIZEL 7T AI FR2 7 —% 8L,
CNERGEISPEEIR L7 ZOREEICEIFLE D
T AR, HICEREEE A 4 (Zn?t, Cu?t, Ni2t) &R
L, KEBENTOYepGFP-1Z-HH DEIEIELDEL
4T o720 1Z-HH BT, Zn2+, Cu?*, Ni2*3XTO
EEA T T BEMLE, FIUPE) ANY v 7 AN R
WIEIE DI R SN e b2 TOEREA+ VI12L 5
FOEFEOAT SN2, EIRRWC L1, Cu?+IZ LT
DRIFF T CEOEBABI Sz (Fig.14), Zn2 i,
Cu?+ & JER L CHIW A0 S HRss A i & n/zas, il
EHE LTI C? HIZ X D WEZ FEOEDONZ I LT
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?m

X, &CEBEAPAONLE o7, RIZC2HIZE LT,
B~ OTRMEEE & FOLMBE DI 21T o 72 £ OFER,
IIERE O_ESZPE, WIS MR8 O EAA2R S
7273, —T500 uM DIFEIMCB VTS, ZOEDEIE
Ronirolz, ZOENBBINEDKA T ¥ DENIZH
THHBPDO—D L LTI, SR 217072881 4 > [
TO, BEEER A 4 VRO SHF1EZS
No, —fZIZCH AT Vb EOTBREEA T VT, 7Y
—DIRRETHAT S DD, 1/llAY —2H 5089
THbEEDLNTVDAY —)T, —BIISHIBII TR
JE RO Z o 72O Mg E SO i AT - 7254,
AE 21T o724 4 > O T, Cu 1T HEHELE E )
BUWEELNL TGP SHOfFEERIL, Daicsbhtn
7Gx HLRBENM LD DTIE 2wt b, ¥
bbb, GEA G VIINET AMEEY -V EMASD
WD LWL, §URTER=ADF Y =451
DERFEZMRRICL, SSIEMHSMHICBITS Y —LD
RMELRENEERL LD,

4. £EB

D&Y, SRS LT v & AEEN SN T
INY FIVHEEANE R E 2 b 2§ 7/ Rikehe Y
2=V XL VEFHL, =Fa2F—8—3Ia—F—1
3V EMAEDLEDLILIZEY, KKY 7B LT
T4 DYEBRIBILE 2 595 2 L ICHII L7z, a4V
FIANVEY 2= VEEATLMEICBELT, —D2D% —
Ty N NI L CHAIEET v 5 AETE LT
WEEEH B D00, Ikl % #5 - 725G ikt
RETE720TRR VR LFRAITEZTVDE, —TAHH
Bk L2 T2, F2WLOrOMESIIET b, %
D—ON, Hh—Fa2F—N—3a—F—a O8EHLL
T, ¥—7 v b ETBRKRY VX7 EON-FKh, C-Kiihs
ORI H AHETHRWEBEHTERVWE W) ZEHND
bo LLGDS, THEELRDLEY 22—V FAAL VD%
FHC X Wi c & 2 LHIfE SN G, Thbh, K& ik
WBEPRITEY 22—V RAL U RIR) V- LT,
EIERIR Y 2 X7 BRGSO TS AT A FETH 5, [HF
FE, BCkA D7 V=T THUMFLIZ Lo TEBY, T
WL ODPDOYIHT— 5 14T b, FROMERE L
T, IR S 2 DY 2 — V%, —HORY L L
TRIRY X BOFMMNISEAT 570, EiEZOoniCL
TEENS, KRS ¥ 37 B DIt A FEORSRRETE$ T2 Ofk
ReRE SR LML WE WD DD 5, FREEIC
Wb —5 s HE L THET A THIL,
VFLEZZFEFTHETELR L TORVOTHA ) 25, 4
RIS & 0 BREERRET W RE 2 d Bl » 8y BBt T A &
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Bty NI H e 'Y 2=V R AL Y& UTHH L72AEREE & > 78 7 B ORI

WAV HIE, E5RLMEAPLELRTSTIEDHS ),
L L%ads, BSOS VS0 ETEIBIT5, “FIFEOR
WD 8 N HTHA v (bW T Rk
DT L LT RIS SN TE TV LD, TV s
FNGRHEETE A EF NI TGS V¥ NERFEOA
EbETHbL, Thbb, WEgEDL A0S T v
3 FIVICEERN L, MIERE 72 20000 7% STARHEE TR, HRAEIG
P ETE, 7Y ARFEEELT LD TH S, 4
L7z DDRME, WINLREDT v & LRI L DK
WAL E TEBE E4To TR WA, S5 HEHI L )%
RETGTENTE ORI D & 2 FRREIIRE C & 2 LifE s N %,

A
AOFZEIE, HARAMHRELA T AT i B & TP 2E
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D CHIMLAH L BP9,

—_

X @

1) M. R. Capecchi, Trends Genet. 5, 70 (1989).

2) A. Fire, S. Xu, M. K. Montgomery, S. A. Kostas,
S. E. Driver, and C. C. Mello, Nature 391, 806
(1998).

3) D. Bumcrot, M. Manoharan, V. Koteliansky, and D.
W. Sah, Nat. Chem. Biol. 2, 711 (2006).

4) S. L. Schreiber, Chem. Eng. News 81, 51 (2003).

5) JHFHR, FIAMNAFTY — - FIFNT ) I
A, vaT) AT 2T T =7 FE (2005).

6) C. Cohen and K. C. Holmes, J. Mol. Biol. 6, 423-
432 (1963).

7) J. Sodek, R. S. Hodges, L. B. Smillie, and L. Jurasek,
Proc. Natl. Sci. Acad. U.S.A. 69, 3800 (1972).

8) W. H. Landschultz, P. F. Johnson, and S. L.

Mcknight, Science 240, 1759 (1998).

P. Mitchell and R. Tjian, Science 245, 371 (1989).

M. A. Poirier, W. Xiao, J. C. Macosko, C. Chan,

Y. K. Shin, and M. K. Bennett, Nat. Struct. Biol.

5, 765 (1998).

W. Xiao, M. A. Poirier, M. K. Bennett, and Y. K.

Shin, Nat. Struct. Biol. 8, 308 (2001).

V. N. Malashkevich, R. A. Kammerer, V. P. Efimov,

T. Schulthess, and J. Engel, Science 274, 761 (1996).

A. Lupas, M. V. Dyke, and J. Stock, Science 252,

1162 (1991)

L. Regan and W. F. DeGrado, Science 241, 976

(1988).

P. B. Harbury, T. Zhang, P. S. Kim, and T. Alber,

Science 262, 1401 (1993).

9
10)

-

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

Netsu Sokutei 35 (5) 2008

235

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)
22)

23)

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31)

32)

33)

34)

35)

36)

37)

J. Liu, W. Yong, Y. Deng, N. R. Kallenbach, and
M. Liu, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A. 101, 16156
(20006).

J. Liu, Q. Zheng, Y. Deng, C. S. Cheng, N. R.
Kallenbach, and M. Liu, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. U.S.A.
103, 15457 (2000).

K. Suzuki, H. Hiroaki, D. Kohda, and T. Tanaka,
Protein. Eng. 11, 1051 (1998).

K. D. Pina, V. Desjardin, M. A. M.- Berthelot, G.
Giordano, and L. F. Wu, J. Bacteriol. 181, 670
(1999).

M. A. Pennella and D. P. Giedroc, Biometals 18,
413 (2005).

J. P. Klinman, Chem. Rev. 96, 2541 (1996).

E. 1. Solomon, U. M. Sundaram, and T. E.
Machonkin, Chem. Rev. 96, 2563 (1996).

B. L. Vallee and D. S. Auld, Acc. Chem. Res. 26,
543 (1993).

J. Miller, A. D. McLachlan, and A. Klug, EMBO
J. 4, 1609 (1985).

M. S. Lee, G. L. P. Gippert, K. V. Soman, D. A.
Case, and P. E. Wright, Science 245, 635 (1989).
T. Kiyokawa, K. Kanaori, K. Tajima, M. Koike,
T. Mizuno, J. Oku, and T. Tanaka., J. Pept. Res.
63, 347 (2004).

T. Kiyokawa, K. Kanaori, K. Tajima, and T. Tanaka,
Biopolymer 55, 407 (2000).

T. Tanaka, T. Mizuno, S. Fukui, H. Hiroaki, J. Oku,
K. Kanaori, K. Tajima, and M. Shirakawa, J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 126, 14023 (2004).

T. Mizuno, K. Murao, Y. Tanabe, M. Oda, and T.
Tanaka, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 129, 11378 (2007).
A. Kashiwada, H. Hiroaki, D. Kohda, M. Nango,
and T. Tanaka, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 122, 212 (2000).
T. Kiyokawa, K. Kanaori, K. Tajima, K. Kawaguchi,
T. Mizuno, J. Oku, and T. Tanaka, Chem. Eur. J.
10, 3548 (2004).

Y. Sakurai, T. Mizuno, H. Hiroaki, J. Oku, and T.
Tanaka, J. Pep. Res. 66, 387 (2005).

S. Yuzawa, T. Mizuno, and T. Tanaka, Chem. Eur.
J. 12, 7345 (2006).

C. N. Pace, U. Heinenmann, U. Hahn, and W.
Saenger, Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. Engl. 30, 343 (1991).
L. M. Mayr, D. Willbond, O. Lamdt, and F. X.
Schmid, Protein Sci. 3, 227 (1994).

J. R. Brandts and K. J. Kaplan, Biochemistry 12,
2011 (1973).

G. Marutake, W. Shalongo, and E. Stellwagen,
Biochemistry 30, 4245 (1991).



38) O. Shimomura, F. H. Johnson, and Y. Saiga, J.
Cell Comp. Physiol. 59, 223 (1962).

39) M. Ormo, A. B. Cubitt, K. Kallio, L. A. Gross, R.
Y. Tsien, and S. J. Remington, Science 273, 1392
(1996).

40) D. P. Barondeau, C. D. Putnam, C. J. Kassmann,
J. A. Tainer, and E. D. Getzoff, Proc. Natl. Acad.
Sci. U.S.A. 100, 12111 (2003).

41) D. P. Barondeau, C. J. Kassmann, J. A. Tainer,
and E. D. Getzoff, J. Am. Chem. Soc. 128, 4685
(20006).

42) T. D. Rae, P. J. Schmidt, R. A. Pufahl, V. C. Culotta,
and T. V. O'Halloran, Science 284, 805 (1999).

43) S. M. Herd, J. Camakaris, R. Christofferson, P.
Wookey, and D. M. Danks, Biochem. J. 247, 341
(1987).

C

T4 OHERRIE (1 4 RHESTEHED) TV F) |
B UABRRIETEO AT 5 NS 87 B % HAEL _u)zuffé

3, HEE ")77/]\ RSBk =y Sy B ORESE
PRSI < & vy MRS ORI, & B\ ke
i‘ﬂt&%ﬁk7 VN7 ERBE DRV IR B v — L OFR S,
ZOTHFMICHIEET D v, 22T, FRiCy »oXs
BTHM %5 6 Z OREE e 5 Fidamo—o & L
T, W TOMA DGy Y0 EE 2=k, ¥
=7y N BRKY YN HEDMAEDEEEZ T,
FTbb, RIRCDILCAONLEE R AL v O—DTH
Ba-~YHNILN RIA VER— RS, Fe DYl
I L, T 7 LS BNy PV~ E KX R
AL AR Z FHBRIL A€ Y 2 — V& #7210 :Ey’EuTL Z
NERIRY 87 BRI CBIRF LA T H1 2
ZORREHEICK E 2B 2R v HEMFEL 72, %l’%&c:
MoK fREER, ?'1'357 VST EEIZZDEY 2 — )V R EIn
THLRICEY, BEXTF R, A4 V510X AHEEREC
Jﬁzﬂjtfwéo

236

JKEFEE/AL  Toshihisa Mizuno

Yol B TR R T 78,
Graduate School of Engineering, Nagoya
Institute of Technology, TEL.&FAX.

__ 052-735-5237, e-mail: toshitcm @nitech.

ac.jp
WgeT —~ . & vy EikaEr, 8ot
L S N

fkMESE  Masayuki Oda
iR NG e RS T
Graduate  School of Life and
Environmental Sciences, Kyoto
Prefectural Univ., TEL.&FAX. 075-703-
5673, e-mail: oda@Xkpu.ac.jp

WigeTr——~ . 7 237 BRls

B L AR — B, HRAT

— | H"MRE  Toshiki Tanaka

Yol B TR R T 78,
Graduate School of Engineering, Nagoya
Institute of Technology, TEL.&FAX.
052-735-5210, e-mail: ttanaka@nitech.
ac.jp
WeT—~ . RTF RLEE, N0
T

R YRS, Ak

Netsu Sokutei 35 (5) 2008





