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Welcoming Address in The Opening Ceremony

T. Somiya, Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:

As the representative of Advisory Board of ICTA v,
I should like to congratulate the opening of the 5th
International Conference on Thermal Analysis today,
here in Kyoto.

Irrespective of the far distance of Japan from most
foreign countries, I am pleased to know that we have
about a hundred participants from abroad. I welcome
these persons and thank them for their strong interest
in this Conference. 1 acknowledge Prof. S. Seki and
members of the Organizing Committee for their devoted
efforts of the organization of the Conference.
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The science of Japan has rapidly developed from
about a hundred years ago. We absorbed many scientific
techniques from western countries during these years.
In the science of thermal analysis, however, we are
proud of a pioneering work of thermogravimetry by the
late Prof. K. Honda in 1915 at the Tohoku University
in Sendai, from which comes our tradition of thermo-
In the field of chemical

technology as early as 1924 I announced research work

analytical studies in Japan.

on thermonietric titrations in nonaqueous systems and
also 1 designed special balances for high temperatures
and used them for the purpose of the study on technical
analyses of coal a.s.o. Thermometric titrations in non-
aqueous solutions have many distinct advantages and
then I applied it to study on the analysis of commercial
cellulose acetylation bath, which was at that time very
important and very difficult case. [ was able to obtain
very sharp end points and proposed the term “Thermo-
metric titration” for this volumetric analysis.

In the field of metallurgy thermoanalytical techniques
are very important and are used in the determinations
of the melting points, phase diagrams, transtormation

o5 5 I FEER ST 258 (ICTA V)

points and heat quantities, effects of ageing temperature
and ageing time, reversion temperature and heat quan-
tities a.s.0. Recently either 1M or more MeV electron
microscope equipped with heating stage has been
necessary for research activities. We are particularly
pround of having developed such excellent electron
microscopes with useful attachments for investigation.
The rapid progress of research and development in
science and technology has resulted in rapid develop-
ment and efficient scientific

production of very

instruments. [ express my gratitude to manufacturers
for their devoted efforts. Typical examples for thermal
analysis and related techniques are shown in Conference
Hall, Room E.

During the rapid development of thermoanalytical
techniques in recent years, I saw many young Japanese
scientists were contributing interesting results in this
field.
Analysis  will be

I hope this International Conterence on Thermal
an origin of an ever-continuing
interrelations among scientists of the world for the

future development of thermal analysis.
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